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Blandford St Mary Parish Council 
Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Parish Council which will take place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
on Wednesday the 5th of March 2025 at 7pm	  
Present: Cllr M Albery – Chairman, Cllr J Dallison – Vice Chairman, Cllr T Coats, and Cllr N Russell  
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk). There were 3 members of the public present and Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper 
 
Public Consultation- the following matters were raised: 
Concerns were raised that people are still letting their dogs in the play area and recreation area.  The Clerk reported that she will give an update on dog orders for the recreation area and play area. 
Concerns were also raised over the rubbish being left around Range and Tesco Cllr J Dallison will speak to the stores managers to request they clean up their areas. 
It was also noted that the hedges along Dorchester Hill are still very overgrown and need cutting back.  The Clerk had contacted  Dorset Council and will now chases them up.   						             Action - Clerk 
 
82/24. To receive and accept apologies of absence, Declaration of interest and Dispensations. 
Cllr M Dallison and Cllr I Mackay sent their apologies.  There were no declaration of interest or dispensations. 
 
83/24. Co-option for new Councillor 
There were none. 
 
84/24. Approve minutes of the meeting held on the 5th of February 2025 
The Minutes of meeting held on the 5th of February 2025 were proposed by Cllr T Coats and seconded by Cllr J Dallison, that they are an accurate and true record of the meeting, all that read the minutes were in favour. The Chairman duly signed them. 
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes dated the 5th of February 2025 (no budgetary allocation required) 
Items agreed to be discussed from the last meeting and matters arising: 
Update – Village Hall – The Council are waiting for the agreed amended plans to be completed by the Architect Technician.  
Update - Road Safety – A petition has been produced, which will be out for the residents of the village to sign, if they agree that there should some kind of crossing opposite Hall and Woodhouse brewery.  The Clerk will find out if the resident that raised this matter will be arranging the petition.									            Action – Clerk 
Report – Dog fowling and new rules – Details for a proposed updated dog order on the recreation area and play area off Pigeon Close. Dorset Council already have a PSCO that came into force on 1st Jan 24 and remains until the 31st December 2026, which we can adopt if the following statements are relevant: 
The Order states that: 
· owners are to pick up their dog's mess in all public spaces and dispose of it appropriately, no dogs are allowed in enclosed children’s play areas or on marked sports pitches.
· dogs are to be put on a lead when instructed to do so by an authorised officer 
· dogs are to be kept on a lead in signposted and identified areas 
Areas where you have to keep your dog on a lead are: 
· cemeteries, churchyards or graveyards 
· council owned allotments 
· formal public gardens 
· within 5 metres of marked sports pitches 
· council owned car parks 
Exemptions apply which mainly relate to those with poor dexterity or disability preventing them from collecting dog mess, as well as enabling those with assistance dogs to access dog excluded areas, these are described in the Order. Additionally, some landowners have exempted their land from some or all of the restrictions. 
The Parish Council need to put some white lines showing an area where the football is played on the recreation area to qualify for this PSCO, as the Play Area already comes under the necessary qualification. 
Other matters arising from Councillors: 
Cllr J Dallison reported –had attended a meeting with climate change and biodiversity group, where the following points were raised: 
· Not sufficient waste bins along the trailway, since the old small dog bins have been removed and replaced with less green multi purpose bins.  The bins also need stickers to show they are for dog waste as well. 
· An idea for a group to go to a supermarket in the area, to allow people to unpack their plastic packaging at the store, which can be used to show how much plastic is still be used in supermarkets. 
· A litter pick will be taking place on the 5 of April in Blandford Town. 
Cllr T Coats reported – Items had been stolen from the Allotments, they are considering security fencing.  They also have problems with the water supply on the site.  Quotes will be obtained and sent to Bryanston Parish Council for them to apply for 106 money which has been allocated to the Allotment Association from the new development at Lower Bryanston. 
  
85/24. Planning 
P/FUL/2024/02514 - Land At E 389710 N 103930 Park Hill – erect 44no dwellings – amended plans – duly noted 
P/OUT/2024/01708 – Land North of Wards Drove – hearing for appeal – the Chairman will attend the hearing 
P/FUL/2025/00442 – Land at Blandford Brewery – erect 2.4m high fence – No objection 
P/FUL/2025/00994 – Lower Bryanston Farm – create riding arena – No objection 
 
86/24. Finance  
To consider grant application 2024-2025 – the Parish Council had three requests for grants, Church of St Mary, Blandford Town Council and Blandford St Mary School. 
After debate the following was agreed: 
Blandford St Mary School requested support to purchase 60 new laptops at £18000.00.  The Parish Council are unable to give grant directly to the school, a request will need a formal letter from the PTA group for the Parish Council to consider. Cllr N Russell reported that she was aware that Blandford Upper were no longer using their laptops, it would be worthwhile Blandford St Mary School contacting the school 
The letter from the Church of St Mary, Lower Blandford St Mary had been circulated and tabled.  The church are requesting a grant towards their project to make the church more accessible, improve their facilities and making the church a community asset by offering yoga groups, pop up mother and toddler groups, local art group ect.  This project will require a large amount of funding.  The group from the Church will be looking at grants to cover these costs.  The Parish Councillors feel that until the group have obtained the necessary advice from consultees and obtained the support of the Parish, the Parish Council could not grant awards to this project using public money.  The Parish Councillors support the group in their project and are happy to consider funding in the future if the project progresses further with the confirmed support from the Parish and wish the group every success.  The Parish Council already support the Church be paying for grass cutting in the Graveyard, maintaining the wall and the War Memorial and this will continue. 
Blandford Town Council – toilets – the Parish Council support the running of the public toilets in the Town each year, and the sum awarded is £100.00. 
The above was proposed by Cllr M Albery and seconded by Cllr J Dallison, all in favour. 
RESOLVED: to award Blandford Town Council £100.00 towards the upkeep of the public toilets (86/24) 
 
Payments for February 2025 and the Bank Reconciliation - The Clerk circulated the payment schedule and bank reconciliation for February 2025 for the sum of £2090.16. Cllr M Albery proposed that the invoices on the payment schedule be paid, Cllr T Coats seconded and all members in favour and the payment schedule was duly signed by the Chairman. 
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RESOLVED:  To pay the invoices listed for February 2025 as above (86/24–C/A) 
The bank reconciliation was tabled and agreed. 
 
87/24. Received report from Dorset Councillor B Cooper 
Cllr B Cooper asked if the Parish Council feel they have sufficient bins for the Parish.  Dorset Waste Partnership have installed wheely bins in some Parishes, which hold more than the standard green multipurpose bins.  The bins must be on the side of the road, so that the rubbish bins have easy access to them.  This would not apply to the Parish Councils bins, as most are off the main road.  There are still a few bins that need attention in the Parish, the Clerk will ask to meet with Darran from Dorset Waste Partnership to discuss these, as they have been reported on the Dorset Council website, but no action has been taken to date. 
 Gave more details of the approved budget. 
 
88/24. Chairmans’ report 
Nothing to report 
89/24. Clerk Report and other matters. 
It was reported that a waste bin between 66 – 68 Chettle Way is not secure. The Clerk will add this to the list when meeting with Dorset Waste Partnership.
90/24. Items for next agenda and date of next meeting – Co-option – Village Hall – end of year figures. 
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please only use this address.Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk. 
Date of next meeting The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd April 2025, There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.40 
       		5th of March 2025    			 Cllr Albery, Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr Russell
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