 St Mary Parish Council
Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Parish Council which will take place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
Minutes are not verbatim
on Wednesday the 5th of November 2025 at 7pm

Present: Cllr M Albery – Chairman, Cllr J Dallison – Vice Chairman, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr I Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr N Russell
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk). There were 5 members of the public present and Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper

Public Consultation- the following matters were raised:
· It was felt by a resident that the village feels unloved. The lack in consistency for refuse collections was raised. The ongoing matter of overgrown hedges and where the base of the hedgerow have encroached on the roads, which have naturally reduced the width of the road, especially along Dorchester Hill. It was also noted that the grassed areas and verges that are not managed by the Parish Council are not maintained enough, causing problems of line of site at junctions and a generally making open space areas look messy. Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper arranged to meet with the resident on the sites of concern, so that he can raise these valid points to Dorset Council. It was noted that some of the grassed areas in the village are managed by Sovereign Housing. The Clerk will contact Sovereign Housing to request their maintenance program is looked at. Cllr Cooper confirmed that there has been a problem with recruiting new refuse collectors for North Dorset area, not due to finance, but lack of people applying for the vacant roles. Cllr Mackay expressed that this is not acceptable that the refuse collection throughout the Parish has not been consistent, this is a service that should have contingencies in place and for the Clerk to request details from Dorset Waste Partnership, of their contingency plan and what they propose to do about recruiting more staff.	Action – Clerk
· A suggestion for local residents to come together with a Councillor to arrange working parties, that could meet on a regular basis to do some tidying up around the village, with the authority of the Parish Council and Dorset Council.
52/25. To receive and accept apologies of absence, Declaration of interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

53/25. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none.

54/25. Approve minutes of the meeting held on the 1st of October 2025
The Minutes of meeting held on the 1st of October 2025 were proposed by Cllr Mackay and seconded by Cllr Coats, that they are an accurate and true record of the meeting, all that read the minutes were in favour. The Chairman duly signed them.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes dated the 1st of October 2025 (no budgetary allocation required)
Items agreed to be discussed from the last meeting and matters arising:
Update – Village Hall – It was confirmed that the amended plans for the Village Hall have been approved by Dorset Council planning department. Cllr Mackay had circulated a proposed tender and a letter of invitation to tender to be sent to the selected contractors, which was agreed by all Councillors. The Chairman reported that the site is now fenced off and the banners advertising the village hall are in place on the fencing.
Discuss – the memorial park bench position in the recreation area – the Clerk has now received a complaint in writing from the resident regarding where the memorial bench has been placed and how it affects their privacy. It was agreed to move the bench towards the play area, in front of the three large boulders.	Action – Cllr M Dallison To investigate the cost for a Speed Indictor Devise – the Clerk tabled the process and price for providing a SID on Bournemouth Road. The total cost to have a speed survey, supply and fit the SID is in the region of £3725.00 plus VAT. After debate, it was agreed to have the speed survey to be done for the sum of £295.00 plus VAT, to look at the possibility of the speed reduced from
30MHP to 20MPH. There are particular criteria’s set out to apply for a 20MPH zone, one of which is having the speed survey data completed.	Action - Clerk
Other matters arising from Councillor’s officers’ roles
Play Area – Cllr M Dallison reported that the sleepers around the play area have been replaced, as this was a requirement highlighted on the most recent play inspection report.
Allotments – Cllr Coats reported that the Allotment Association have successfully filled most of the vacant plots on the site.
It was noted that the Parish Council need to improve their engagement with the Parish, so the Clerk will investigate producing a Facebook Page for the Parish Council.	Action - Clerk
55/25.Planning
P/TRT/2025/05899 – The Beeches Dorchester Hill – various tree works – duly noted
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5th of November 2025 Cllr Albery, Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr Russell

56/25. Finance
To approve Clerk’s additional hours for 2026-2027 – The Chairman proposed that the Clerk hours of employment are raised from 15 hours a week to 18 hours a week, with a one-off annual bonus of £300.00. This was seconded by Cllr Mackay, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to increase the Clerks hours of employment from 15 hours a week to 18 hours a week as from April 2026 and to award the Clerk a bonus of £300.00 a year (56/25 – Salary-paye)
To agree the budget and precept for 2026-2027 – the Clerk tabled the proposed budget and precept for 2026-2027. After debate Cllr Albery proposed to set the Budget at £44661.84 and raise the precept to £46662.00. The increase in percept from 2025-2026 is for £17530.00, this will result in an increase on an average band D household of £13.00 a year, £1.08 a month, this was seconded by Cllr Mackay, all in favour. Theincrease is to ensure that there are sufficient funds to cover the increase in the budget, and to increase the Parish Council reserves.
RESOLVED: to set the budget for 2026-2027 at £44661.84 and to request the precept of £46662.00 (56/25 budget) Payments for October 2025, the Bank Reconciliation- The Clerk circulated the payment schedules and bank reconciliation for October 2025. Cllr J Dallison proposed that the invoices on the payment schedule for October for the sum of £4118.56 to be paid, Cllr Mackay seconded and all members in favour and the payment schedule was duly signed by the Chairman.
	Payee
	Category
	Expense
Amount
	Income

	Dorset Council
	1/2 precept
	
	£	14,566.00

	Lloyds
	Service charge
	£	4.25
	

	N Phillips
	Clerk wages Oct
	£ 1,129.10
	

	HMR
	Paye/ni/tax/emp ni Sep
	£	499.92
	

	Buckfield signs
	Banners for hall
	£	283.20
	

	SALC
	Allotment training
	£	40.00
	

	Martin Park
	Grass cutting contract
	£	618.00
	

	W V Poole
	erect fencing for hall
	£	965.00
	

	N Phillips
	Clerks expenses Oct
	£	73.64
	

	Nest
	Pension
	£	140.99
	

	Blandford Town Council
	Health and safety
	£	73.10
	

	NEC N Phillips
	ECSC book
	£	52.50
	

	N Philips
	Overtime on wages
	£	238.86
	


Total	£ 4,118.56
RESOLVED: To pay the invoices listed for October 2025 as above (56/25–C/A) The bank reconciliation was tabled and agreed.
57/25. Received report from Dorset Councillor B Cooper
Cllr B Cooper reported the following:
· He had visited residents on the new Bellway estate. The main problems raised was the inconsistency of the refuge collection and not enough waste bins in around the estate. Cllr Cooper will forward these concerns to Dorset Waste Partnership.
· Cllr Cooper felt that Central Government have pressured Dorset Council on their proposed Local Plan from to supply housing in areas where there is not enough infrastructure or even if development in certain areas are not needed. Dorset Council have been asked to go back to Central Government highlighting the comments on development in rural areas.

58/25. Chairmans’ report
Nothing to report

59/25. Clerks report
The Clerk will continue to chase Dorset Waste Partnership regarding replacing broken bins, replacing old dog waste bins for new multipurpose bins and a new bin next to the bus stop at Tesco roundabout.
Cllr Coats reported that new signs have appeared at the river Stour between the blue bridge and the black bridge, from RDDA, stating private fishing. The Clerk will contact Ringwood & District Anglers Association to obtain confirmation that they have the permission to make this area private fishing.
Action - Clerk

60/25. Items for the next agenda and date of the next meeting. Co-option – Village Hall

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please only use this address.Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk.
Date of next meeting The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd of December 2025, there being no further business the meeting closed at 19.58
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