 St Mary Parish Council
Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Parish Council which will take place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
Minutes are not verbatim
on Wednesday the 3rd of December 2025 at 7pm

Present: Cllr M Albery – Chairman, Cllr J Dallison – Vice Chairman, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr I Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr N Russell
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk). There were 5 members of the public present and Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper

Public Consultation- the following matters were raised:
· A member of the public reported that there are at least 12 holes in the grassed verge along the outside of the pavement along the recreation area.  The Clerk will investigate who is responsible for the verge and report it as a safety concern.
· A member of the public reported that the water meter cover outside the school has still not been repaired.  The Clerk confirmed that this was reported to Wessex Water and as it has not been addressed, the Clerk will chase this up.
· Concerns were raised over the new pavement at the bottom of Dorchester Hill has no bollards to identify its presence, the pavement is quite a lot higher than the road and concerns were that vehicles may not see it before it is too late.  The Clerk will forward the concern on to Dorset Council for their attention.				Action – Clerk 
61/25. To receive and accept apologies of absence, Declaration of interest and Dispensations.
There were none.

62/25. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none.

63/25. Approve minutes of the meeting held on the 5th of November 2025
The Minutes of meeting held on the 5th of November 2025 were proposed by Cllr Mackay and seconded by Cllr M Dallison, that they are an accurate and true record of the meeting, all that read the minutes were in favour. The Chairman duly signed them.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes dated the 5th of November 2025 (no budgetary allocation required)
Items agreed to be discussed from the last meeting and matters arising:
Update – Village Hall – It was reported that the tenders have now been sent out to selected contractors to price.  The tenders should be sent to the Chairman no later than the 23rd of January.  The Clerk will work with Cllr Coats in the new year, to advertise for volunteers to form a Village Hall Committee.
Update – speed check survey – The Clerk confirmed that Dorset Council have been instructed to complete the survey.
Update – Parish Council Facebook page – The Clerk has started producing a Facebook page for the Parish Council.  More details will be added to the page in due course.
Other matters arising from Councillor’s officers’ roles
Environment – Cllr J Dallison tabled the following points from the Climate, Biodiversity & Nature Working Group meeting held on the 19th of November:
· Plastic Free Community status, funds have been received from an environmental trust, which can be used for publicity and to restart the campaign.
· A request from a resident asking if Blandford Forum Town Council would become Glyphosate free, a Councillor will respond directly to the resident to explain the process.
· More Black Poplar trees have been planted on the edge of Blandford School.  With the support of Dorset Council Rangers, it is being investigated to plant apple and nut trees around the town.
· An update from the Blandford + team was tabled, raising matters including 106 funds for health is an issue, the group are in communication with Dorset Council.  It was noted that due to Central Government withdrawing funding for Neighbourhood Development plans, some Parish Councils are still budgeting funds for a Neighbourhood Development plan, looking forward to the future, it hopes that NDP will be re-instated.  The next working group meeting is scheduled for the 26th of January 2025.
Play Area – Cllr M Dallison reported that he is happy with works that have been completed in the Play Area.  It was also noted that the memorial bench will be moved in the new year.  The Parish Council have received a question from a resident regarding the play area on the new estate at Bellways.  The Clerk has left a message with Bellways, asking for an update on when the play area will be opened, she is waiting for a response.  The Clerk confirmed that the play area on the new estate is not managed by the Parish Council and has not been adopted by Dorset Council, so Bellways are still responsible for the play area.
Cllr N Russell was thanked for attending the Remembrance Sunday wreath laying on behalf of the Parish Council.
Cllr I Mackay reported that he has been informed that the Church is looking into cleaning and tarmacking the area next to the post box next to the Church.
64/25.Planning
P/HOU/2025/06904 – Orchard House, Bournemouth Road – extension – No objections
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P/HOU/2025/06897 – Littleton Farm Bungalow – demolish and erect replacement bungalow – No objections


3rd of December 2025 Cllr Albery, Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr Russell

65/25. Finance
Payments for November 2025, the Bank Reconciliation- The Clerk circulated the payment schedules and bank reconciliation for November 2025. Cllr J Dallison proposed that the invoices on the payment schedule for October for the sum of £12476.24 to be paid, Cllr M Dallison seconded and all members in favour and the payment schedule was duly signed by the Chairman.
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RESOLVED: To pay the invoices listed for November 2025 as above (65/25–C/A) The bank reconciliation was tabled and agreed.
66/25. Received report from Dorset Councillor B Cooper
Cllr B Cooper reported the following:
· Had met with the residents that raised concerns over hedges at the previous Parish Council meeting.  Cllr Cooper has reported the hedges along Dorchester Hill once again, to Dorset Council.  Dorset Council agreed to chase up Persimmon Homes regarding the overgrown hedge. Dorset Council will contact relevant landowners regarding other hedges reported.
· Charlton Marshall Parish Council will be requesting a flood warning sign on Bournemouth Road and would like to ask Blandford St Mary Parish Council to support their request to Dorset Council.  The Parish Council agreed to support his request.
· Dorset Council are still considering the benefits of the proposal for devolution of the other Counties to work under a heading off Wessex Area.
· Cllr Cooper asked for it to be recorded that 80% of Dorset Council funding is received by residents Council Tax, only 18% to 20% is raised from Central Government.

67/25. Chairmans’ report
The Chairman thanked his fellow Councillors for a of their hard work within the last 12 months, thanked the members of the public for attending the Parish Council meetings and to the Clerk for her hard work.  Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

68/25. Clerk’s report
The Clerk chased up Dorset Waste Partnership regarding replacing broken bins, replacing old dog waste bins for new multipurpose bins and continued bin collection misses.  Dorset Waste Partnership are trying to recruit new bin people and now are having to use agency staff to ensure residents bins are collected.  If your bins are missed, please report this to Dorset Council using www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/missed-bin-collection
The Clerk tabled a map showing the areas along the Stour River where a license is required to fish, supplied by the Ringwood & District Angers Association.

69/25. Items for the next agenda and date of the next meeting. Co-option – Village Hall

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please only use this address.Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk.
Date of next meeting The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th of February 2026, there being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.40
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Payee Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

Ministry of Play New sleepers  9,089.52 £     

Dorset Council  106 funds for play area 7,574.60 £    

Mrs N phillips Wages for Nov 1,129.10 £     

Lloyds Service charge 4.25 £             

CCLA investment Dividend 245.63 £       

Water 2 business water rates  16-5, 24-11 558.62 £        

Vision ict email host dec 25 Nov 26 216.00 £        

Martin Park Grass cutting 1040 618.00 £        

N Phillips  Clerk expenses Nov 73.64 £           

Nest pension 140.99 £        

HMR Paye/ni/tax/emp ni  499.92 £        

Blandford Town Council Health and safety  Oct 73.10 £           

Blandford Town Council Health and safety Nov 73.10 £           

Total 12,476.24 £   
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