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Blandford St Mary Parish Council
Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Parish Council which will take place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
Minutes are not verbatim
on Wednesday the 12th of February 2026 at 7pm

Present: Cllr J Dallison – Vice Chairman, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr I Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr N Russell

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk/RFO), Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper. There were no members of the public present. 

Public Consultation- the following matters were raised: There were none.
70/25. To receive and accept apologies of absence, Declaration of interest and Dispensations.
Cllr M Abery sent his apologies.  The Clerk had circulated a reminder before the meeting for Councillors to consider their declarations of interest and dispensations.  There were no declarations or interest or dispensations received.

71/25. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none.

72/25. Approve minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd of December 2025
The Minutes of meeting held on the 3rd of December 2025 were proposed by Cllr Russell and seconded by Cllr Mackay, that they are an accurate and true record of the meeting, all that read the minutes were in favour. The Vice-Chairman duly signed them.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes dated the 3rd of December 2025 (no budgetary allocation required)
Items agreed to be discussed from the last meeting and matters arising:
Update – Village Hall – To ratify that the tenders were opened on the 4th of February in public, but the Parish Council meeting was cancelled due to staff not being available to stay at Hall & Woodhouse, so the meeting could not continue.  Notes of the 4th of February will be an attachment to these minutes.  The Vice-Chairman tabled a Synopsis to Tender to date, which had been produced by Cllr Mackay.  This document will also be an attachment to these minutes.  Cllr Mackay will study the tenders received and will circulate a full report, with proposals and copies of the tenders to each Councillors before Marches meeting.
The Chairman had sent an email confirming that the temporary fencing around the site has been secured again.  Cllr Mackay reported that the play area next to the village hall site has not been opened to the public.
Other matters arising from Councillor’s officers’ roles
Play Area – It was noted that on the annual report for the safety of the play area and ball court, the matter of the ball court surface was highlighted.  The Clerk obtained a quote to replace the surface, just for Councillors consideration, as further quotes will need to be obtained if the Councillors agree to replace the surface.  This will be an agenda item for March meeting to discuss further.
Blandford + - Cllr Mackay reported that he and another are working on producing a non-designated asset list for Blandford +. Cllr Mackay wishes it minuted that at a meeting, where MP Simon Hoare attending, MP Simon Hoare stated that due to Central Government no longer supporting Neighbourhood Development Plans, further work on plans would be a waste of money.
73/25.Planning
P/NMA/2026/00388 – The Brewery – nonmaterial amendment – Duly noted
P/FUL/2026/00098 – Littleton Farm – internal and external works – concerns were expressed over fire risks
P/NMA/2025/06657 – Land SouthWest of Blandford bypass – nonmaterial amendment – Duly noted
P/HOU/2026/00434 – 8 Upper School Lane – convert garage to habitable accommodation – comments have been sent expressing concerns over lack of information on the plans regarding thermal treatment to meet the building regulations.

74/25. Finance
To agree payments for December 2025 and January 2016, the Bank Reconciliation- The Clerk had circulated the payment schedules and bank reconciliation for December 2025 for the sum of £2539.00 were approved via email and tabled the payment schedule for January 2026. Cllr J Dallison proposed that the invoices on the payment schedule for January for the sum £3464.08 to be paid, Cllr M Dallison seconded and all members in favour and the payment schedule was duly signed by the Vice - Chairman.
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RESOLVED: To ratify the payment for December 2025 and approve the payment for January 2026 (74/25–C/A) The bank reconciliation was tabled and agreed.
75/25. Received report from Dorset Councillor B Cooper
Cllr B Cooper reported the following:
· Reported that Dorset Council have cut back some of the hedges along Dorchester Hill.  The Clerk asked Cllr Cooper to ask Dorset Council to chase up the enforcement for Persimmon Homes to reduce the hedge height.  Cllr Russell requested that Cllr Cooper ask why the hedge opposite the hedges along Dorchester Hill has not yet been cut back.
· Reported that Dorset Council held their Budget meeting and the following was noted.  Budget set for 483 million pounds.   12 million has been allocated to adult services and 5 million has been allocated to child services.  Full details of the budget can be seen on Dorset Council website.  Cllr J Dallison asked for information on costings for income and expenditure on car parks in Dorset.  Cllr Cooper will request this information. Dorset Council will be raising the Council Tax by 4.99%.
· Cllr Mackay asked Cllr Cooper if Dorset Council environment team are responsible for flooding defenses, due to the mass flooding in Blandford Town.  Cllr Cooper stated that Wessex Water is responsible for the water ways and management of flood defenses.  Dorset Council environment teamwork with Wessex Water.  Cllr Mackay stated that the system in place is inadequate.  Cllr Cooper will confirm what responsibilities Dorset Council have regarding flooding.76

76/25. Chairmans’ report
Nothing to report. 

77/25. Clerk’s report
The Clerk received a request from the Allotment Association for a grant towards supplying a noticeboard.  This will be considered at the March meeting, where grants are considered.
The Clerk had received an email from a concerned resident regarding parents dropping their children off at school, are double parking, not leaving enough room for larger vehicles to pass.  Cllr J Dallison reported this to the school, who have sent notes out to parents asking them not to double park.  Cllr Coates suggested that one side of the road in question should have double yellow lines painted, which would prevent the issue.  The Clerk will contact Dorset Council requesting they look into enforcing double yellow lines.
												       Action - Clerk

78/25. Items for the next agenda and date of the next meeting. Co-option – Village Hall – Grants – Community Event – SID -Ball Court surfacing

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please only use this address.Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk.
Date of next meeting The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th of March 2026, there being no further business, the meeting closed at 19.30
12th of February 2026 Cllr Albery, Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr Mackay, Cllr Coats and Cllr Russell
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Payee Category  Expense Amount 

Allotment Ass Water rates  16-5, 24-11

lloyds Service charge 4.25 £                                                

N Phillips Clerks wages Dec SO 1,129.10 £                                        

Martin Park Grass cutting 1049 618.00 £                                           

Blandford Town Council Health and safety Dec 73.10 £                                             

Nest Clerk pension 140.99 £                                           

HMR Paye/ni/tax/emp ni 499.92 £                                           

N Phillips Clerks expenses Dec 73.64 £                                             

Payments for Dec  £                                        2,539.00 

Payee Category  Expense Amount   Income 

N Phillips DD Clerks wages Jan 1,129.10 £                                        

CCLA Dividend 247.22 £        

N Phillips Clerks expenses Jan 88.94 £                                             

HMR DD Paye/ni/tax/emp ni Dec 499.92 £                                           

Viking Direct stationery 371.08 £                                           

Nest DD Clerk pension 140.99 £                                           

Blandford Town Council NDP 12.2% domain  21.82 £                                             

Play inspection co play inspections 227.88 £                                           

Martin Park Grass cutting 618.00 £                                           

Lloyds DD Service charge 4.25 £                                                

Blandford Town Council Health & safety Jan 73.10 £                                             

HP Laptop - N Phillips New laptop  289.00                                              

January Payment £3464.08
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