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Blandford St Mary Parish Council
Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Parish Council which will take place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
Minutes are not verbatim
Wednesday the 4th of March 2026 at 7pm

Present: Cllr M Albery – Chairman, Cllr J Dallison – Vice Chairman, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr I Mackay, Cllr Coats 

In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk/RFO), Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper. There were 11 members of the public present and Linda Scott-Giles, Clerk for Blandford Town Council.

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.

Public Consultation- the following matters were raised: There were none.
A member of the public confirmed that the small holes along Chettle Way and the broken Wessex Water cover outside the School have been repaired.  This was reported at a previous Parish Council meeting, and the Clerk had reported it to the necessary authorities, so it’s great that these matters have been rectified.
A member of the public requested that the rubbish bin is put in place at the gate along the trailway, at Water Grove, as people are leaving their dog poo bags on the gate.  The Clerk will request this with Dorset Council.			Action – Clerk
At this point, Linda Scott-Giles introduced herself and Tris (Offcamber) to give more details on the proposed pump track opposite the skate park.  The pump track appeals to a wide range of bicycles and riders as well as skaters and scooter users.  It is felt that there is not enough for teenagers to do around the Town and Parish, this would offer a great service for all. Handouts were tabled giving more details of the project.  It was noted that Blandford Town Council are in support of this project and have allocated £50,000.00 from their 2026-2027 towards the costs.  The project has been estimated at £90,000.00 to complete.  The following concerns were raised:
· What safety measures will be put in place for those that will cross the road from the skate park to the pump track
· Will additional seating be available
The Parish Council support this project and will discuss it in more detail at the April Parish Council meeting.
79/25. To receive and accept apologies of absence, Declaration of interest and Dispensations.
Cllr N Russell sent her apologies.  
Cllr M Albery declared a personal interest under agenda item 6 – grants.
Cllr J Dallison declared a personal interest under agenda item 4 – community event.

80/25. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none.

81/25. Approve minutes of the meeting held on the 12th of February 2026
The Minutes of meeting held on the 12th of February 2026 were proposed by Cllr Coats and seconded by Cllr Mackay, that they are an accurate and true record of the meeting, all that read the minutes were in favour. The Chairman duly signed them.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes dated the12th of February 2026 (no budgetary allocation required)
Items agreed to be discussed from the last meeting and matters arising:
Update – Village Hall – Cllr Mackay reported that the tenders to build the hall have been received.  The working party met to go through the tenders and Cllr Mackay worked on producing a report on all three tenders for the Councillor to consider.
The three companies are Hammonds, C G Fry and P R Spicer.  The submitted tenders are as follows:
Hammonds 	 £679082.52
C G Fry 		 £107530.80
P R Spicer 	 £593628.00  
Cllr Mackay looked through the tenders in detail and to ensure the tenders were as like for like as possible, summarised them.
The summarised tenders are as follows:
Hammonds 	£689082.52
C G Fry		£1021604.55
P R Spicer	£744088.00
The working party agreed in principle to agree with Hammonds tender.  Cllr Albery proposed that the Parish Council award Hammonds the contract, this was seconded by Cllr M Dallison and all Councillors at the meeting agreed.
RESOLVED: to award Hammonds the contract to build the Village Hall, subject to contract agreement. (81/25 – Village Hall)
The Clerk was asked to explain the position for financing the project.  The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council has £500.000.00 available for the project.  The Clerk will now apply for grants to additional funding.  The Clerk also asked for the Parish Councils agreement to contract the Secretary of State, asking for permission to borrow funds, if necessary to fulfill the short fall of funds.  If permission is granted, the Parish Council will be able to have a loan, which is paid back using the Solar Farm Community benefit funding, rather than public fundings.  Cllr Albery proposed that the Clerk obtain permission from the Secretary of State to borrow funds, this was seconded by Cllr M Dallison, all Councillors at the meeting agreed.
RESOLVED: to instruct the Clerk to request the Parish Council borrow funds to complete the Village Hall project to the Secretary of State (81/25a – Village Hall)
Once Hammonds have agreed the contract, the full details will be available to see on the Parish Council website.
Update on 20MPH or SID project – The Clerk had circulated information from Dorset Council regarding applying for a 20MPH along Bournemouth Road, or to be able to install a SID (speed indicator device) along Bournemouth Road.  Before any applications can be done, the Parish Council are required to apply for a speed survey report.  After debate, Cllr Albery proposed that the Parish Council instruct Dorset Council to go ahead with the speed survey, this was seconded by Cllr Coats, all Councillors at the meeting agreed.
RESOVLED: To instruct Dorset Council to complete a speed survey report along Bournemouth Road in the Village – (81/25b – Parish Council expenses)
Report on community event – Cllr J Dallison reported that this years community event will be taking place on the 17th of May, at the recreation ground off Pigeon Close.  This event is well attended and this year, there will be a medieval display, where a tent will be erected, and Knights will be present and children can experience dressing up as a Knight.  Cllr J Dallison asked for the annual donation towards this event, for the sum of £800.00.  Cllr Mckay proposed the donation of £800.00, this was seconded by Cllr Albery, all members entitled to vote agreed.
RESOLVED: To award a donation of £800.00 towards the community event to be held in the village for all on the 17th of May 2026 – (81/25c – grants and donations)
To consider resurface of the Ball Court – the surface in the Ball Court keeps lifting and has had a few repairs done, that will not last.  This is a future project, as the cost for re-surfacing the Ball Court is estimated at £9,000.00.  The Clerk will ask Dorset Council if this project would be approved for 106 applications.						          Action - Clerk

Other matters arising from Councillor’s officers’ roles
Nothing was raised.
82/25.Planning
There were no new planning applications to consider
83/25. Finance
To agree grant applications for 2025/2026
Blandford Town Council – toilets 		£100.00
Blandford St Mary Community event		£800.00
Blandford St Mary Allotment Association	£291.00 – new notice board
After debate the above applications were agreed, proposed by Cllr M Dallison and seconded by Cllr Mackay, all Councillors aloud to vote agreed.
	RESOLVED: to award the grants above from 2025-2026 grant budget.
To agree payments for February 2025, the Bank Reconciliation- The Clerk had circulated the payment schedules and bank reconciliation for February 2026, Cllr J Dallison proposed that the invoices on the payment schedule for February for the sum £2902.18 to be paid, Cllr M Dallison seconded and all Councillor in favour and the payment schedule was duly signed by the Chairman.
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RESOLVED: Approve the payment for February 2026 (83/25–C/A) The bank reconciliation was tabled and agreed.
84/25. Received report from Dorset Councillor B Cooper
Cllr B Cooper reported the following:
· Reported that Dorset Council have cut back some of the hedges along Dorchester Hill.  Cllr Cooper has now seen the letter of enforcement that is sent out to resident/business, to request they cut their hedge back, there is nothing on the letter from Dorset Council, stating that the hedges height needs to be reduced.  Cllr Cooper will investigate the rules for the height of hedges.
· Cllr Cooper stated, he too is in favor of the pump track, in principal.

85/25. Chairmans’ report
Nothing to report. 

86/25. Clerk’s report
Nothing to report.

87/25. Items for the next agenda and date of the next meeting. Co-option – Village Hall – SID 
Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please only use this address.Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk.
Date of next meeting The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 1st of April 2026, there being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.00


4th of March 2026
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Payee Category

 VAT 

Included 

 Expense 

Amount 

N Phillips Clerks wages Feb 1,129.10 £             

HMR DD Paye/ni/tax/emp ni  499.92 £                

Nest DD Clerk pension 140.99 £                

Blandford Town Council Health & Safety Feb 15.23 £            91.38 £                   

Lloyds DD Service charge 4.25 £                     

Martin Park Grass cutting contract 103.00 £          618.00 £                

W V Poole Village Hall fencing  300.00 £                

N Phillips Clerks expenses Feb 119.54 £                

Total February 2,903.18 £             
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