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 Blandford St Mary Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting, Annual General Meeting and monthly meetings of the Parish Council which took place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre,                          Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
on Wednesday the 6th of May 2026 at 6.30pm

Cllr J Dallison asked for all to stand in a 1-minute silence in respect and remembrance for Mr Malcome Albery who has sadly suddenly passed away
Our thoughts are with the family

Present:  Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr I Mackay, Cllr T Coats and Cllr N Russell
						
In attendance:	Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk)
		There were four members of the public present and Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper
              
1/apm.    Apologies for absence – there were none

2/apm.    Retiring Vice Chairman to convene the meeting.

3/apm.    Annual reports of the Councils officers and local organisations
No reports received from local organisations or members of the public.  Council officers’ reports will be discussed under Parish Council meeting as there were no annual reports to give.

The retiring Vice Chairman closed the Annual Parish Meeting


At this point the Annual General meeting was opened

1/26.    Election of Chairman and signing of Declaration of Office 
Cllr Russell proposed for Cllr Mackay for Chairman of Blandford St Mary Parish Council 2026-27, this was seconded by Cllr Coates, all were in favour.  Cllr Mackay agreed.
RESOLVED: Cllr Mackey for Chairman of Blandford St Mary Parish Council 2026-27 (1/26 No budgetary allocations required)

2/26.    To receive and accept apologies of absence.
There were none

3/27.    Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Russell proposed for Cllr J Dallison for Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council, this was seconded by Cllr Mackay all were in favour. Cllr J Dallison agreed.
RESOLVED: Cllr J Dallison for Vice-Chairman for Blandford St Mary Parish Council 2026-27(3/26 no budgetary allocations required)

4/26.	Declaration of interest and dispensations
There were none.

5/26.    Parish Council legal documents 
To confirm that having met the conditions of eligibility as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 the Parish Councils (General Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 will be agreed.  This was proposed by Cllr J Dallison and seconded by Cllr M Dallison, all members in favour.
RESOLVED: The Parish Council met the conditions of eligibility for the General Power of Competence (5/26- no budgetary allocations required).
To confirm there have been no changes to the adopted policies and procedures.  The Clerk asked for the Councillors to adopt the IT policy, Cllr J Dallison proposed to adopt the IT policy, this was seconded by Cllr Mackay, all in favour.
RESOLVED: to adopt the circulated IT policy for the Parish Council (5/27a – no budgetary allocations required)

6/26.   Approve minutes from AGM dated the 7th of May 2025
The Minutes of the AGM dated the 7th of May 2025 were proposed by Cllr T Coats and seconded by Cllr J Dallison, that they are an accurate and true record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: to approve the minutes from the AGM dated the 7th of May 2026 (no budgetary allocation required)

7/26.   Approve the governance statement, annual accounts and confirm no conflict of interest with DBO LLP
The Clerk tabled the following:
		The annual governance statement 2025/26
		The end of year accounting statements 2025/26
		The asset Register 2025/26		
		The bank reconciliation 2025/26
		The risk Assessment 2025/2026
		The Public Rights notice 
		
These were proposed and it was confirmed that there no conflict of interest with DBO LLP by Cllr M Dallison and seconded by Cllr Russell all members agreed to approve the end of year accounts and the governance statement for the external auditor. The Chairman duly signed the forms.
RESOLVED: to approve the end of year accounts and sign the governance statement (7/26 – accounts)
The end of year summary was tabled
At this point Councillors agreed to hold the APM/AGM at 7pm not 6.30pm for constancy of meeting times

At this point the Chairman opened the meeting for the public consultation period

Public Consultation:
A member expressed his concern over the pavement on the A350, at Lower Blandford St Mary.  The pavement has become smaller due to the increase in foulage at the base of the hedges growing along the pathway.  Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper agreed to take this issue to Dorset Council to get it resolved, as it was felt it is essential to keep this path as wide as possible.							         Action DCllr Cooper
A comment was raised that the notes from the Parish Council meeting are not always advertised in the Three Villages magazine.  The Clerk will make a note to send the details to the publishers.
A member of the public asked if the Parish Council have considered a memorial bench for the late Chairman Mr Albery.  The Councillor feel that is it more fitting to have a plaque in the main hall in the new Village Hall, so that his legacy for all the work he had done for the Parish lives on.
A member of the public asked for an update on the Village Hall.  The Chairman reported that Hammonds have been informally awarded the contract to build the Village Hall and the necessary paperwork and actions are in hand for them to enable to start works very soon.  The Clerk confirmed that a public meeting will be held in the near future, to update all residents on Village Hall project as well as welcoming volunteers to join a Village Hall committee ready for when the hall is up and running.							

8/26.  To Approve the minutes from the 4th of March 2026
The minutes were proposed by Cllr I Mackay and seconded by Cllr N Russell all agreed that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  They were duly signed by the Chairman.
RESOLVED: that the minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman (8/26 – no budgetary allocations required)
At this point Cllr Russell gave her apologies for leaving the meeting early

9/26.   Officers and Chairman’s report.
To agree officers’ roles for 2025/20256
•	DAPTC representative				Clerk
•	Play Area					Cllr M Dallison
•	Village Hall					Full Council – Cllr Mackay and Cllr J Dallison to lead
•	Blandford+ Monitoring Group			Cllr Mackay and Cllr J Dallison
•	Allotments					Cllr T Coates
•	Environment					Cllr M Dallison
•	Planning					Full Council – Cllr Mackay to lead

The following officers reported on roles:
· Play Area – the multi ball court surface is getting worse.  The Clerk will get further quotes for these works.
· Planning
P/HOU/2026/02395 – Manor House, Church Lane - Erect single storey pavilion, single storey gym and paddle court – No objections
· P/HOU/2026/02218 – 29 Chettell Way – Single storey rear extension – No objections
No other reports given

10/26.  Received report from Dorset Council representative. 
Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper reported that he will raise concerns with Dorset Council of why the footpath near Bryanston Hault has not been completed.  Cllr Cooper will also raise the issue of the footpath along the A350.
Cllr Cooper reported that other local Parish Council are looking at applying to Dorset Council for a review of the different speed limits along A350 around Charlton Marshall from 40MPH to 30MPH then back to 40MPH, it is felt that a more consistent speed limit would be more beneficial.  
Cllr Cooper has also requested that Dorset Council tidy up the blue bridge at Stour Meadows.  Unfortunately, there are not spare funds to complete this project at the moment.
     
11/26	Finance
The Clerk tabled the financial statement to the Councillors, with the Payment Schedule for April 2026 for the sum of £6246.20, It was proposed by Cllr Coates and seconded by Cllr J Dallison, all agreed for the payments on the payment schedule be paid, the schedule was duly signed by the Chairman.  
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RESOLVED to pay the payment on the schedule to the total sum of £6246.20 (11/26 current account)


[bookmark: _Hlk198028504]12/26.  Clerk Report
It was agreed for Cllr J Dallison to help produce the Parish Councils Facebook page, that is for information only.
Cllr Mackay reported that the Parish Councils website and email suppliers have had to change the Parish Councils email addresses login details and the process is taking a while to complete, so if any member of the public have not received a response to email to date, these will be responded to in due course.

13/26.  Items for next agenda and date of next meeting
Community Hall - TBC

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………

Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk 
Should you wish to contact any Councillor please
ONLY use this address.
Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk

Date of next meeting 
The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd of June 2026 meeting at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 19.40.








       		6th of May 2026
             Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr Mackay, Cllr Coates and Cllr N Russell
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Payee Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

Opening balance opening balance

HMRC Paye March Paye\NI\Tax\EMP Ni 499.81 £         

Dorset Council  Precept 23,331.00 £          

CCLA dividend Solar Farm income 268.92 £                

N Phillips Clerks wages April 1,377.69 £     

British Telecom Annual Phone Charge 264.11 £         

ICO Data Protection sub 47.00 £           

Nest Pension Underpaid 

Mar £2.00 under paid 2.00 £             

Lloyds Bank Bank monthly fee 4.25 £             

N Phillips Clerks expenses April 88.94 £           

DAPTC not paid enough £1172.88 £1213.93 41.05 £           

Martin Park Grass cutting 1086 636.00 £         

Vision ICT Website Hosting 259.61 £         

Vision ICT .gov.uk domain  30.00 £           

Viking Direct Annual stationery 369.56 £         

Dorset Council  Bins contract 2,003.04 £     

Nest Pension for April pension 160.99 £         

HMRC paye/ni/Tax 462.15 £         

April payment 6,246.20 £     


