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Blandford St Mary Parish Council
Blandford St Mary Parish Council
Minutes of the monthly meeting of the Parish Council which will take place at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary
Minutes are not verbatim
Wednesday the 1st of July 2026 at 7pm

Present: Chairman – Cllr I Mackay, Vice – Chairman Cllr J Dallison, Cllr M Dallison, Cllr T Coats, Cllr N Russell
In attendance: Mrs N Phillips (Parish Clerk/RFO), There were 6 members of the public present.
Public Consultation- the following matters were raised: 
· A member of the public once again reported Street Lights not working correctly near 49 Bournemouth Road, and it was also noted the Street Light in Pigeon Close is still not working.  The Clerk confirmed that all lights have been reported to Sovereign Housing as they have responsibility of the maintainace.  The Clerk also confirmed that she has asked Dorset Council to assist.  The Clerk will contact Sovereign Housing again, to report these lights and will also contact Southern Electric again, to state that Sovereign Housing has not reported the issues on to them to resolve.		          Action – Clerk
· A member of the public reported that the works to an extension of their neighbouring property has been stopped due to a covenant that is on the property.  A member of the public asked for more information on what a covenant is.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman explained that a covenant is like a condition that is set against property/land, which can only be lifted by legal professionals.
	
23/26. To receive and accept apologies of absence, Declaration of interest and Dispensations.
Dorset Councillor Barrie Cooper sent his apologies.  

24/26. Co-option for new Councillor
There were none.

25/26. Approve minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd of June 2026
The Minutes of meeting that was not quorate, held on the 3rd of June 2026 were tabled and ratified.
Items agreed to be discussed from the last meeting and matters arising:
Update on Village Hall project – The Chairman gave the following update:
· Cllr Mackay and Cllr J Dallison had met with A Hammonds & Sons (contractors).  Hammonds have made significant progress in developing the scheme with the appointed design team and contractors. They have presented some options for the Parish Council to agree that keep the costs within budget. 
· Project is due to start in August.
· The Councillors will have a meeting to discuss Kitchen design.
· Mr Mark Aldis – retired architect to be client liaison for the project.
· A public meeting is arranged for the 29th of July at 6.30pm, to discuss the progress of the project, including the financing and requesting volunteers to come forward to set up a management committee to run the hall one open.
To confirm public meeting to discuss progress of Village Hall and Finance – stated above
To consider updating the fencing around the Play Area – a quote and suggestion is being obtained to update the fencing around the Play Area to prevent the recyled plastic rails from warping.
Other matters arising from Councillor’s officers’ roles – nothing further was reported.

26/26.Planning
There were none

27/26. Finance
To agree payments for June 2026, the Bank Reconciliation- The Clerk had circulated the payment schedules and bank reconciliation for June 2026.  Cllr Mackay proposed the payment for June to be paid, this was seconded by Cllr M Dallison, all in favour.  The details of the payments will be shown below:
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RESOLVED: to pay the invoices on the payment schedule for June for the sum of £6309.77 (26/26 – Current Account)

28/26. Received report from Dorset Councillor B Cooper
There was no report received.

29/26. Chairmans’ report
The Chairman asked for the Councillors to consider agreeing the MOU for Blandford + (neighbourhood development plan).  Cllr Coats proposed to agree the MOU and Cllr M Dallison seconded, and Chairman duly signed it on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cllr I Mackay and Cllr J Dallison are the Councillors on the Blandford + team from the Parish Council.
RESOLVED: to approve the MOU (memorandum of understanding) for Blandford + Neighbourhood Development Plan group. (29/26 – NDP)
	
30/26. Clerk’s report
Nothing to report

31/26. Items for the next agenda and date of the next meeting. Co-option – Village Hall 

Signed…………………………………………………………………………………………
Website address http://www.blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. Should you wish to contact any Councillor please only use this address.Clerk@blandfordstmary-pc.gov.uk.
Date of next meeting The Parish Council meeting will be held on Wednesday 2nd of September 2026, 
The Parish Council are holding a Public Meeting on the 29th of July 2026 at 6.30pm to discuss the Village Hall
There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 7.25pm
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Payee Category

 Expense 

Amount 

 Income 

HMRC Paye June paye/ni/Tax 653.82                    

HMRC vat return Vat return 25-26 6,711.04 £     

Lloyds Bank Bank monthly fee 4.25                        

N Phillips Clerks wages Jun  1,377.69                

N Phillips Bounus agreed in November 300.00                    

N Phillips Backpay Nalc increase 2526 592.80                    

N Phillips Clerks expenses June 88.94                      

Martin Park Grass cutting June 636.00                    

Ministry of Play Remove surface on ballcourt 2,135.28                

Rapid Accounts Internal Audit 360.00 £                

Nest Clerk Pension June 160.99 £                

Total for June  6,309.77 £             
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