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Welcome to Blandford St Mary

On behalf of The Parish Council,  we welcome you to Blandford St Mary. We hope that the information given in this Welcome Pack will help you to settle more comfortably into your new home and the village.

Neighbours usually become your first contacts and advisors, but please feel free to email or phone any of the Councillors or Clerk for information and help. As residents, we trust that you will quickly become and feel part of this community. 

We have tried to gather as much useful local information as possible, but the editor would be pleased to hear any suggestions or improvements you might have about this pack.  More local information is available via our website.
http://blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk
We wish you many happy years in Blandford St Mary and hope that you will join with us in creating a vibrant and friendly community.

 Editor :Nicola Phillips.     Blandfordstmary@dorset-aptc.gov.uk
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PARISH COUNCILLORS

CHAIRMAN
Cllr M. Albery                      chair.bsmpc@gmail.com
Cllr R.G. Whitlock                 nd51wdk@yahoo.co.uk
Cllr J. Stayt                           john.stayt@btinternet.com
Cllr J Dallison


jdallison@telesoft-technologies.com
Cllr Ian Mackay


mackay@btinternet.com
Cllr Michael Dallison
         mikedallison1977@icloud.com
CLERK 

Mrs. N. Phillips                      blandfordstmary@dorset-aptc.gov.uk



                       01747 850515
DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLOR

Further contact details and Council meeting Agenda and Minutes

are placed in the Parish notice boards and the website blandfordstmary-pc.org.uk. 
These are situated in Birch Avenue, Bryanston Court, Folly Lane and Lower Blandford St. Mary
Parish Council meetings are on the first Wednesday of every month at 7pm. at The Brewery Hall in Hall & Woodhouse Visitor Centre, Bournemouth Road, Blandford St Mary.                                                           
The Local Area

Market Days

Market square, Blandford Forum. Thursdays and Saturdays.
Farmers Markets – Usually the 2nd Friday of the month. Look out for yellow roadside signage.

Things to do and Places to go

River Stour walk  -   Starting at Bryanston School gates opposite the Stour Inn, walk through the gates and immediately bear off to the right, go up the slope and follow the path to the left down towards the river. (Note: Bryanston School grounds are private property).
The Trailway walk  -  Coming from Blandford St. Mary along the A350 towards Charlton Marshall turn right into Wards Drove at Lower Blandford St. Mary (white house on the corner) and follow the track up past the houses, around a metal gate, over the old Blandford St. Mary station bridge and turn left through the new metal gates onto the Trailway.  Suitable for wheelchairs and pushchairs.
Now comes the simple bit. Just follow the Trailway for as far as you want, turn round and walk back!!

The second arm of the Trailway starts near Station Court carpark in Blandford and runs a distance of twelve miles to Sturminster Newton.
Badbury Rings  -  Iron Age hill fort near to Kingston Lacy House, Wimborne.  Look out for the brown tourist signs.

Open recreational space in Blandford St Mary    

Pigeon Close – recreation green for games, football, basketball  and enclosed children’s playground.  No dogs please.

Stour Meadows – Skatepark and walkway through to town centre via Mortain Bridge. (Blue) Also opposite the skate park is an adult gym/fitness area and running circuits around the Meadow.
The Milldown

Large open space, small wooded area and childrens playground.  Opposite The Blandford School, Milldown Road

Blandford Leisure Centre

Milldown Road, Blandford Forum.  Tel: ( 01258) 455566 or log on to:- 

www.everyoneactive.com/centre/blandford-leisure-centre
The centre hosts many sports, fitness and martial arts clubs and also supports a fitness referral scheme supported by local GP surgeries.

Activities for Young People
Baby Clinic Drop-in – Blandford Health Centre, Salisbury Road, Blandford.  Thursday afternoons 4529
Activities for Families

The Family Information Service produce a booklet called “Tots and Tiddlers about Town”.  This provides a full listing of ante-natal, baby, toddler and children’s activities, support groups and fun sessions.  You can contact them by phone: 01305 224800 or just search on the internet for tots and tiddlers north dorset for the latest booklet.

Dorset Rural Music School, The Close, Blandford Tel: 452511

Music lessons, lectures, instrument hire and shop.                   Mon-Fri.    9.30 – 6.30am and Saturday mornings.

Blandford Film Society , Blandford School, Milldown Road. Sept -March. Membership ; Sarah Fale. 3, Field View. Alexandra Street,

Blandford. DT11 7JQ                    blandfordfilm@gogglemail.com 

Activities for Adults / Older People

Blandford Adult Learning Centre, Black Lane, Blandford 0800 262648                                        blandford@dorsetadulted.info
U3A (University of the 3rd Age) Contact Gillian Jackson 453376

Online Centre, Learn new or brush up on computer skills.   Charlton Marshall Church Room.           Mon-Thurs 10.30-12.30  Tel. 452457

Charlton Marshall Church Room, Coffee, chat, homemade cakes stamps, stationary and paperbacks.       Mon-Sat   10.30-12.30

Womens Institute – Blandford
Parish Centre -- 
1st Wednesday of the month.  7.30pm.  

Camera Club, Blandford

Club room – Station Yard, Blandford.  Contact : Alf Tomkins (01258) 454450  www.bfcc.co.uk
NADFAS  Wimborne & Blandford Decorative & Fine Arts

Allendale Centre, Wimborne.   3rd Monday of the month. 2.15pm.  Contact  : Mrs. Maguire  01202 697977
Reading Club

Blandford Library. 3rd Tuesday of the month at 1.30 p.m.  
Contact :   Mrs Robinson  (01258) 455007

Blandford Knitting Machine Club

Pimperne Village Hall.  3rd. Tuesday of the month at 2p.m.    Contact : Mrs. Ball ( 01258) 454516

Ashley Wood Golf Club

Wimborne Road.  Blandford. ( 01258) 452253

Deer Park Riding Stables, 

Whitecliffe Mill Street, Blandford    (01258)  453285
Wessex Astronomical Society.  1st. Tuesday of the month 7.30pm  Allendale Community Centre, Hanham Road, Wimborne.      Visitors welcome.  Also public astronomy events held at Durlston Country Park, Swanage.                      www.wessex-astro.org.uk 

Yearly Event in Blandford St. Mary

Flower and Horticultural Show …….

A great village day for everyone …. look out for  posters on community boards giving details of this event and where to obtain schedules.
                           ************
Travel Information

Taxi
The taxi rank in Blandford Forum is in Sheep Market Hill.
Hilliard Cars –   (01258) 454415       www.hilliardcars.com
Kens Kabs  -     (01258) 456136       www.kenskabs.co.uk
Oakwood Taxis  (01258) 455555     www.oakwoodtaxis@aol.com
Riverside Taxis  (01258) 453553    www.riverside-travel.co.uk
Sunrise Taxis     (01258) 268528       www.sunrisetaxis@hotmail.co.uk
Train

The nearest train station is in Poole.  For National Rail Enquiries phone 03457 48 49 50      www.nationalrail.co.uk
Coaches

National Express coaches depart from Poole or Ringwood.  For information phone 0871 781 8181     www.nationalexpress.com
Buses
 Wilts and Dorset Bus Company  01202 673555  enquiries@morebus.co.uk
 Damory Buses 01202 338 420   www.damory.co.uk
Up to date timetables available at Tourist Information Centre

Nordcat

NORDCAT is a charitable organisation which provides a door-to-door minibus service across the Dorset area primarily for the elderly, disabled and socially excluded.  For more information please contact the NORDCAT Community Transport Manager, Helen Reed.   Tel: (01258)  472104
Friends of Blandford Community Hospital Transport Service.
Transport to and from hospital appointments.  Distance no object.  Free service, donations appreciated.  Book through your GP.  Shopping trips and outings for vulnerable or disabled residents.  Contact : Lisa on (01258) 450095.
Services
Utilities

British Telecom - 0800 800 150 Monday to Friday 8am to 9pm, Saturday 8am to 8pm, and Sunday 9am to 6pm

Southern Electric – General enquiries – 0870 280 5471
British Gas – General enquiries – 0800 048 0202
Wessex Water -  General enquiries  0345 600 3600
Post Office

Post Office / Royal Mail services – counter service,sorting office and parcel collection point.  The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum                      
Post Boxes

Royal Mail post boxes for mail collection are situated to the right of the main doors at Tesco in Blandford St Mary and Folly Lane in Bryanston Hills.  There is a post box next to the church in Lower Blandford St Mary.

Newspaper delivery

James Newsagent. The Plocks, Blandford. Opposite Forum Café    (Only open a.m. for papers) (01258) 452910

Milk delivery
www.milkandmore.co.uk
Delivery days Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. Online ordering only. Wide range of dairy, fresh food, groceries.

Blandford Information and Tourist Centre
Riverside House,Marsh & Ham car park.  Wealth of information about the local area. Event tickets, brochures, timetables, maps and accommodation bookings.                                                                                Open : Mon –Sat. 10 to 4pm  (01258) 454770

Citizens Advice Bureau
www.citizensadvice.org.uk
Blandford Outreach. 0344 245 1291 
The Treads Building, Beres Yard, 28b Market Place

Blandford Forum (same area as Blandford Museum)

Age Concern
www.ageuk.org.uk
4, Nightingale Court. Blandford Forum  (01258) 458250
Open Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 10.00-13.00

North Dorset District Council (NDDC) Services
www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk
Customer Services Team

Nordon, Salisbury Road. Blandford Forum. DT11 7LL

(01258) 454111   Open Monday to Friday
Emergency out of hours : 07774 972063

Refuse Collection – Blandford St. Mary
General refuse, Food waste and recycling at kerbside by 7a.m

Food waste caddy … Wednesday weekly.
General refuse collection Wednesday fortnightly.

Garden waste and recycling Wednesday fortnightly
Refuse Collection – Lower Blandford St Mary

Food waste caddy … Tuesday weekly.

General refuse collection Tuesday fortnightly.

Garden waste and recycling Tuesday fortnightl
There are limited recycling opportunities (clothing, shoes) in Blandford St Mary at Tesco’s car park.  The main recycling centre is at Higher Shaftesbury Road, Blandford Forum.
Library
The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum, Tel:(01258) 452075

Opening times :
Monday 10 to 6.30pm.  Tuesday 9.30 to 5pm.

Wednesday Closed.

Thursday 9.30 to 6.30pm. Friday 9.30 to 1pm. 

Saturday 9.30 to 4pm.

Registry Office

The Blandford Community Centre. Heddington Drive 
Blandford Forum  DT11 7TP       

Births, Marriages/Civil Partnerships/ Deaths can be registered by appointment only.
Dorset Registration Service 01305 225153

Local MP

Simon Hoare.  Constituency office : (01258) 452585   ‘The Stables’
Whitecliff Gardens. Blandford Forum DT11 7BU
Church

The Parish Church of Blandford St. Mary is situated in Lower Blandford St. Mary, DT11 9ND.  Church service times are posted on Parish notice boards and website, on the Facebook page ‘Spetisbury, Charlton Marshall and Blandford St Mary Churches 

and on the website ‘A Church near you’ see Blandford St. Mary

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/9347/ .  Rector: Carolyn Couzens, revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com. 01202 743819.
Police
www.dorset.police.uk
Emergency   999
Non Emergency 101
Use the non-emergency service to notify any and all criminal activity because, without the statistics to rely upon, police funding will continue to fall.

Blandford Police Station,Peel Close, off Salisbury Road DT11 7HR
Open Wednesday and Saturday 10.00 to 3.30.         01305 222222

Blandford has five community support officers and one constable.

North Dorset Neighbourhood Inspector is Rob Chalkley
ICE - IN CASE OF EMERGENCY CONTACT

All mobile phone users are urged by the police to enter next of kin or other emergency contact into a mobile phone under the name ICE
Families and Health

Schools
 Little Birch pre-school, Birch Avenue. Blandford St Mary.
Monday to Friday:  8.45-11.45      12.30 -3.30

Lunch club 11.45 – 12.30 

Contact : 07929 363291
Primary - Blandford St Mary CE Primary School, Birch Avenue, Blandford St. Mary, DT1 9QD    ( 01258) 453331

Secondary - The Blandford School, Milldown Road, Blandford Forum, DT11 7SQ     ( 01258) 451121

Doctors

Whitecliff Surgery, Whitecliff Mill Street, Blandford Forum.         DT11 7BH

Enquiries (01258) 452501

Eagle House Surgery, Whitecliff Mill St, Blandford Forum.        DT11 7DQ
Enquiries  (01258) 453171
Dentists
Dental practices in Blandford ---
Alaska House. 80, Salisbury Street. Blandford (01258) 452091
www.alskahousedental.co.uk
Gentle Dental. East Street. Blandford (01258) 450019
www.blandforddentist.co.uk
Diplomat House Dental Care. Oakfield Street. Blandford

(01258) 456901   www.southerndental.co.uk
East Street Dental Practice.  27, East Street. Blandford

(01258) 452522  www.blandford-dental.co.uk
If in urgent need of help out of hours phone : 111 for advice.
 To  find a local dentist who is accepting new NHS patients use website : www.nhs.uk  or call :  NHS Customer Contact Centre 0300 311 2233. 

Hospitals
Blandford Community Hospital, Milldown Road. Blandford Forum
No A&E..Minor Injuries Unit only     (01258) 451456                                             Open Monday to Friday 9.00 to 5.30pm
Weekends and Bank Holidays 10.00 to 3.30.
Nearest hospitals open 24 hours :
Accident and Emergency – Dorset County Hospital, Williams Avenue, Dorchester, Dorset, DT1 2JY        Tel: 01305 251150
Accident and Emergency – Poole General Hospital, Longfleet Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 2JB                  Tel: 01202 665511

Accident and Emergency – Royal Bournemouth Hospital,

Castle Lane East, Bournemouth. Dorset BH7 7DW
Tel : 01202 303626
Medical Emergency 999
If not an emergency but in need of urgent care call 111 for advice.

Pharmacies

Boots Pharmacy, 45 East Street, Blandford  Tel: ( 01258 ) 452619
Boots Pharmacy, 3 Salisbury Street, Blandford Tel: (01258) 453108

Vets
Damory Veterinary Clinic       www.damoryvets.co.uk
Damory Lodge, Edward Street, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7QT   (01258) 452626   24 hour emergency cover
Friars Moor Vets

Higher Shaftsbury Rd, DT11 8ST

01258 472160                        www.friarsmoorvets.co.uk 

Drug and Alcohol Services

Blandford Drug and Alcohol Advisory Service

3A Market Place, Blandford.
Tel: (01258) 450862 

Open Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9am to 4.30
North Dorset Disability Action Group 

www.dt11dag.co.uk
6/7 Nightingale Court. Blandford Forum. (01258) 268309

Open Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm

Provide equipment hire including electric scooters, powerchairs and wheelchairs on a short-term basis to people in immediate need and give help to clients to purchase for the long-term.
Wayfinders

For free impartial and confidential advice for adults.

 Contact either 01305 548111 or 01202 046111 or look online : www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk. Email : poppadmin@helpandcare.org.uk 
Information about benefits, legal issues, housing options, reliable traders, healthcare etc.                                                                               (POPP -- Dorset partnership for Older People Programme)
Publications
Forum Focus     
Now in its 5th year (2017) this is a free, independent, not-for-profit community monthly publication  Delivered in some areas and widely available in supermarkets, local shops and garages, post office, leisure centre, library, museums and Tourist Information Centre, etc. In villages can be found in the pub or shop.
Blandford St Mary Parish Council submits bullet points from the Parish Council meetings to this publication including date and venue of next meeting.
Blackmore Vale Magazine.  
Free. Limited local news. Listings of events, tradesmen, car sales,
property, job vacancies etc.

Published weekly.
This magazine is delivered door to door in some areas. Pick-up at WH Smiths Blandford and the Tourist Information Centre.
It is usually available late afternoon on a Thursday.

3 Villages News

A small monthly publication covering Blandford St.Mary, Charlton Marshall and Spetisbury.  Village news and events, Church service times, articles, adverts. Yearly subscription £5.             

To order (home delivery) Contact : Anne  (01258) 489100. 
Available from Newsagents :
Western Gazette.
Bournemouth Echo.


